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Proclamations Proc. 9017 

Last year, we lifted the shadow of deportation off young people who are 
American in every way but on paper. Today, I am as determined as ever 
to pass commonsense immigration reform—reform that helps American 
workers get a fairer deal, adds more than one trillion dollars to our econ-
omy, and provides a pathway to earned citizenship. A bipartisan bill con-
sistent with these principles has already passed the Senate, and a growing 
coalition of Republicans and Democrats is calling for action. 

Whether our ancestors crossed the Atlantic in 1790 or the Rio Grande in 
1970, Americans are bound by a set of common values—a love of liberty 
and justice, the belief that a better life should await anyone willing to work 
for it. As we celebrate the unique influences of Hispanic cultures during 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, let us also rededicate ourselves to real-
izing our shared aspirations. 

To honor the achievements of Hispanics in America, the Congress by Pub-
lic Law 100–402, as amended, has authorized and requested the President 
to issue annually a proclamation designating September 15 through Octo-
ber 15 as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage Month.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2013, as 
National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public officials, educators, 
librarians, and all Americans to observe this month with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9017 of September 13, 2013 

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Farmers, ranchers, and farmworkers form the cornerstones of some of 
America’s most essential economic sectors. Their products feed, clothe, and 
fuel our Nation. Their way of life—handed down from generation to gen-
eration—is central to the American story. During National Farm Safety and 
Health Week, we celebrate our agricultural producers’ values, experiences, 
and contributions, and we recommit to secure work environments on all 
our country’s farms. 

For many agricultural workers, the risk of injury and illness is a daily re-
ality. They face multiple challenges, including entering hazardous grain 
storage bins, handling livestock and chemicals, and transporting large ma-
chinery on our Nation’s rural roadways. I encourage agricultural producers 
and their families and communities to participate in comprehensive farm 
safety and health programs, take precautions, and prepare themselves for 
emergencies. I urge all Americans to respect farming and ranching families 
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by driving rural roadways with care, and I ask communities to remember 
agricultural workers’ needs in setting up health facilities and emergency re-
sponse programs. 

As the fall harvest season begins, we pay tribute to the generations of 
Americans who have devoted themselves to supplying the basic materials 
that make our country work. This week, we resolve to make farms and 
ranches safer places to live, work, and raise families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 15 through 
September 21, 2013, as National Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, businesses, and extension services that serve 
America’s agricultural workers to strengthen their commitment to pro-
moting farm safety and health programs. I also urge Americans to honor 
our agricultural heritage and express appreciation to our farmers, ranchers, 
and farmworkers for their contributions to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9018 of September 13, 2013 

National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

There is no better investment than a great education—both for young peo-
ple individually, and for our Nation as a whole. In an increasingly competi-
tive, knowledge-based economy, higher education helps build a skilled 
workforce and provides clear pathways to success. Hispanic-Serving Insti-
tutions (HSIs) impart essential knowledge while broadening horizons and 
giving students the tools to pursue their own measure of happiness. During 
National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week, we celebrate these institu-
tions, renew our support for their mission, and recommit to helping tomor-
row’s leaders reach their fullest potential. 

Preparing to fill the jobs of today and tomorrow requires our Nation to 
share in the responsibility of making college more accessible, affordable, 
and attainable for all Americans. As more than 20 percent of our Nation’s 
elementary and high school students are Hispanic, HSIs play an integral 
role in helping fulfill this commitment. That is why the Federal Govern-
ment will invest more than $1 billion in these vital institutions over the 
course of this decade. At the same time, we are tackling rising college 
costs, expanding Pell Grants, promoting innovation and value in higher 
education, and improving student loan repayment options. If we continue 
to support and challenge our students, I am confident that America can 
have the world’s highest share of college graduates by 2020. 
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